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What we do

* Mission: To advance lasting solutions that expand
economic opportunity and well-being for all
Georgians

* Vision: A fair and inclusive Georgia where all
people prosper




Where we stand: K-12 education budget
(FY23)

Overview:

»K-12 Education funding makes up 35.4 percent
of the state’s budget

=Department of Education - $10.7 billion
=Equalization grant - ($164 million)
= Un-obligated surplus - $6.6 billion




How does Georgia stack up?

« Equity - $795 more for high poverty schools (16%)

« Adequacy - $1,782 per pupil below national average
(34™)

» Support for low-income folks

 High fines and fees, no Medicaid expansion, strict cash assistance,
barely any childcare supports, neglect as top reason CPS is called, etc.

Georgia’s history of white supremacist policies have
cemented a relationship between race and wealth
therefore policies that support low-income kids are a tool

of racial justice. GBPI ‘
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Pupil Transportation takes inflationary
hit

Stagnant State Funding Leaves Districts with Student State investment
Transportation Bill has lowered from
$1,400 54 percent in
5 <1200 1991 to 20
= 1000 percent in 2022
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Poverty Funding Across the United States

. No Poverty Funding

District Poverty

Combination of District Poverty
and Student Poverty

. Student Poverty

The missing piece: An Opportunity Weight for students in
poverty

Note: | his map indicates it and how states weight poverty when allocating school funds. Some states do so on

a per-student basis or on the basis of district concentrations of poverty. Other states provide increased funding
hoth ner ctiident frnm a low-income tamilv and ha<erd non odictrict concentratinne nf novertv




Within the weight: Counselor funding

Ratio 2020-2021
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State funding for private school education enjoys
strong growth, little to no accountability
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Continued Healthy Investment in TRS

« Georgia lawmakers have always paid ADC

* Even as employer contribution increased steadily from FY 2006 to FY
2019

 Relatively generous benefit for vested members
* One of the highest in the Southeast, but with a longer vesting period

* Pension hovers around 73 percent funded

* Significantly lower investment expense — 0.06 percent
* National average — 0.44 percent
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2023 At-A-Glance

 Senate Resolution 650 recommendations
* Opportunity weight
* Mental health support

» School counselor investment (fulfillment of HB 283
[2013])

» Attempts to reform TRS
* Vouchers (again)
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Questions?

Georgia Budget & Policy Institute



Website: gbpi.org
Email: sowens@gbpi.org
Phone: (404) 420-1324 x105

Twitter/TikTok: @StephenJOwens _
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